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COPR Alumni 

CLASS OF 2009 

Christina Clark (Michigan) 

Valda Boyd Ford (Nebraska) 

Nicole Johnson (Florida) 

Cynthia A. Lindquist  (North Dakota) 

Marjorie K. Mau (Hawaii) 

James H. Wendorf (New Jersey) 

Christina Clark 

Term: 2005–2009 

Ms. Christina Clark, whose son was diagnosed with ALS (Lou Gehrig's disease) in 1997, left her career in local politics and com munity 

service to establish the Foundation for Interdisciplinary Motor Ne uron Medicine (The ALS BioTeam). The foundation has been the catalyst 

for using interdisciplinary strategies in se veral ALS research studies relating to drug screening and stem cell research. The A LS BioTeam 

focuses on accelerating therapeu

file:///C:/Users/donahjm/Documents/Unzipped/COPR


  

 

 

 

  

  

 

    

  

  

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

  

  

   

   

 

  

  

     

 

         

  

  

COPR Alumni Class of 2009 | Director's Council of Public Representativ... file:///C:/Users/donahjm/Documents/Unzipped/COPR Website/COPR_... 

Nicole Johnson 

Term: 2005–2009 

Ms. Nicole Johnson is an international di abetes advocate. She travels extensively, promoting awareness, prevention, and early 

detection of this condition, which she sh ares. She is also a corporate and government affairs advisor for patient groups and 

biotechnology companies. In the last nine years, Ms. Johnson has helped raise nearly $20 million for diabetes research and prog rams. 

She is the president of the Nicole Johnson Foundation, wh ich supports diabetes education programs across the country. 

Ms. Johnson hosts the weekly CNBC diabetes talk show dLife  and writes monthly columns and articl es for various publications and Web 

sites. She has published four books, including three diabetes cookbooks coauthored with  renowned chef Mr. Food. Her autobiograp hy, 

Living with Diabetes, in part chronicles her expe riences as Miss America 1999. 

Ms. Johnson serves on numerous advisory boards, including the Tampa Bay chapter of the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation and 

the Education for Children with Diabetes Foundation. She is a pa st national board member of the American Diabetes Association. Ms. Johnson has received 

numerous awards for her advocacy work. 

She holds an M.A. in journalism from Regent University and an M.P.H. from the Univ ersity of Pittsburgh. Ms. Johnson lives in Ta mpa, Florida, with her daughter, 

Ava Grace, who was born in early 2006. 

Cynthia A. Lindquist 

Term: 2005–2009 

Dr. Cynthia Lindquist, also known as Ta'sunka Wicahpi Win (Star Horse Woman), is a member of the Spirit Lake Dakota Nation and 

President of Cankdeska Cikana (Little Hoop) Community College, one of 37 tribal colleg es and universities in the United States. 

Prior to serving as President of Cankdeska Cikana Community College, Dr. Lindquist worked in he alth care administration, starti ng as the 

Spirit Lake tribe's health director/planner in the early 1980s. She wrote and developed the Northern Plains Healthy Start initi ative and is 

an adjunct faculty member at the University of North Dakota School of Medicine and Health Sciences. Dr. Lindquist served as Executive 

Director, North Dakota Indian Affairs Commi
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