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Good morning, Chairman Blunt, Ranking Member Murray, and distinguished Members 

of the Subcommittee.  I am Francis S. Collins, M.D., Ph.D., and I have served as the Director of 

the National Institutes of Health (NIH) since 2009.  It is an honor to appear before you today. 

Before I discuss NIH’s Budget request for the upcoming fiscal year and some of the 

exciting scientific opportunities on the horizon, I want to express my gratitude to the leadership 

and members of this Subcommittee.  In FY 2019, NIH received an increase of $2 billion.  I can 

promise you that we are investing those resources in groundbreaking research as quickly as we 

can. 

Biomedical research at NIH seeks to push forward the frontier of knowledge, from basic 

science to translational research to clinical trials, and success relies on vision, risk-taking, and a 

tireless pursuit of the next scientific question.  NIH will continue to invest in people, programs, 

infrastructure, and technology with these goals in mind, consistently striving for breakthroughs 

that culminate in improvements in human health and wellbeing.  From harnessing new 

technologies to supporting the next generation of researchers, NIH will invest its resources to 

ensure that the U.S. remains at the forefront of innovation and discovery.   

The FY 2020 President’s Budget provides $34.4 billion for NIH, seeking to fund the 

highest priority scientific discoveries while also maintaining fiscal stewardship of Federal 

resources.  This Budge
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Budget provides NIRSQ $256 million to support its activities to improve the quality, 

safety, effectiveness, and efficiency of health care.   

America’s continuing leadership in biomedical research requires infrastructure and 

facilities capable of housing safe, reproducible research in compliance with all laws and 

regulations and conducive to cutting edge research.  NIH buildings include inpatient 

hospital beds, Biosafety containment facilities, biomedical research laboratories, animal 

holding facilities, and even a utility plant. NIH’s backlog of maintenance and repair now 

exceeds $1.8 billion.   
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This is a remarkable time in biomedical research.  Truly exciting, world class science 

is taking place through NIH support, and leading to breakthroughs in multiple areas.  I would 

like to provide just a few examples of the depth and breadth of the amazing research the FY 

2020 Budget supports. 
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NIH is at the vanguard of biomedical research, leading the world in support of 

groundbreaking science.  Thank you again for inviting NIH to testify today. We look forward 

to answering your questions. 

 


